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From the eighth chapter of Book 1 of al-Bunf s shams al-ma c arif al-kubra 

The following translation of the first eleven Divine Names of the eighth chapter of 
the first book of al-Bunf s ‘Great Sun of Gnoses’ has been made from both the Beirut 
printed edition (1420 AH/2000 CE: 67-70) as well as the critical Arabic text provided 
in Jamie Coullaut Cordero’s digitally published PhD dissertation, El Kitab Sams al- 
Maarif al-Kubra (al-yuz al-awwal) de Ahmad b. c All al-Buni: Sufismos y ciencias ocultas, 

University of Salamanca, 2009: 104-7 (PDF: 142-5). This publication is merely a 
sample from an ongoing translation. The entire book and its chapter have already 
been translated by us. Here a sample is being offered to the numerical value of 
Huwa (=ll). 

i. As for His Name “the Compassionate, the Merciful” ( ar-rahman ar-rahim ): 

they are the two mighty, majestic names; and invocation of them is [a] great, exalted 
[thing], benefitting the troubled and providing security to the fearful. Whoever engraves 
them on a ringstone on a Friday in the last hour of daylight and [then wears the ring] 
impressed with it, he shall never behold what he abhors. And whoever invokes them 
frequently, all of his affairs will be graced with it thereby; and “the Compassionate” 

is derived from “the womb” and “the Merciful” likewise, for it is narrated that God 

the Most High has said of the womb, “I am the Compassionate and she is the womb. Whoever is 
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connected to her is connected to it, and whoever is disconnected from her is disconnected from it.” 1 If 
you observe and apprehend [it], you will find that [the letters of] “the Compassionate, the 
Merciful” are gathered within [the quranic disconnected letters] jll, and the 

seven and God knows best! 


ii. As for His most high name “the Compassionate” ( ar-rahman ): whoever writes it 

eight times upon a purified vessel [or ‘a cup’] when the moon is in its exaltation and [then] 
washes it out with rain water and drinks it, with the permission of God the all-high, 
through it the hardness of his heart will disappear. To it [i.e. the name] belongs a 4x4 
[magic] square. If it be written out in water and drunk, with the permission of God the 
glorified and the high, it shall take away [i.e. cure] any burning fever from one possessed 
of it; and its form is as you see [here]: 
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1 AjJai jx j ja J\ J* b\. A paraphrase of a hadlth narrated in Bukhari and Abu 

Dawud. 
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iii. [As for] His most high name “the Merciful” ( ar-rahim ): whoever makes it[’s 

square] when the moon is in its exaltation, he shall be made safe from the calamities of 
time; and whoever engraves it on a silver ring and [then wears this ring] impressed with it, 
he shall be made secure from all pestilences and calamities and from the evil of all that is 
detestable. And this is its form: 
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iv. [As for] His most high name “the Sovereign” (dAUd) ( al-malak ): whoever frequently 

invokes it, the pharaohs [of the time] will be bound to him by his [very] word and by the 
stipulation^] of his need. 


v. [As for] His most high name “the Peace” ( as-salam ): whoever frequently invokes 

it, God the most high shall keep him safe from all pestilences; and whoever invokes it 
repeatedly [in a situation] where either a snake or a scorpion is about to strike him, harm 
will not befall him [i.e. from the snake or the scorpion, viz. the invocation of the name will 
ward off the attack of these two animals]. To it [i.e. the name] belongs a 4x4 [magic] 
square. If it be carried along with [the name] “the Sovereign” (dAUd) during [a time of] war, 
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he shall be kept safe from calamitous paths and this is the form of the 

[magic] square as you see it: 
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vi. [As for] His most high name “the Bestower of Security” ( al-mu’min ): whoever 

invokes it 132 times, God the all-high shall keep him protected from the evils of the plague. 

vii. [As for] His most high name “the Protector” ( al-muhayyamin ): whoever engraves 

it on a ringstone five times when the moon is in its exaltation and [then wears this ring] 
impressed with it, he shall be preserved from the evils of satan, humans and the jinn. 


viii. [As for] His most high name “the Tremendous” (al- [ azlz): whoever frequently 

invokes it, to him will be numbered the [same number of enemies as the number of the] 
enemies of God. 
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ix. [As for] His most high name “the Compeller” (jhih) ( al-jabbar): whoever frequently 
invokes it, he will become formidable among all people. 


x. [As for] His most high name “the Superior” ( al-mutikabir ): whoever frequently 

invokes it will [be able to exert] influence by the means of his words. 


yiii 

xi. [As for] His most high name “the Creator” (pjlli-l) ( al-khaliq ): whoever engraves it on a 

silver ring, and wears the ring imprinted with it during the ascendance of one of the 
[astrological] triangulations in the [element] of fire and has sexual intercourse with his 
wife [at this time], will [certainly], with the permission of God the all-high, make his wife 
conceive. 
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